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Myron Brinig. Ali of Their Lives. Farrar & Rinehart, 1941. 
518 p. 2.75 


To explore the devious paths or mental 1ormality and to wecve 
them inte a coherent, definite anc whole is difficult 
anc weilenigh impossivle tess. Ou ‘mowledg OF t.iese abnormali- 
ties is still so empirical anc fragmentary the t in discussing them 
we must proceed with the utmost caution. In acdition thev are 
frequently so horrible that the ordinary individual is elmost in- 
capable of acknowledging tiecir existence or comprehending their 
significance. Therefore any book dealing with these situations 
must be exccedingly comprenensive in searching for etiological 
factors and must never be satisficd with only a few of the causcs, 
This,we bclicve,is one of the faults of the book under discussion. 


Myron Brinis's All cf Their Lives is an ettcmpt to delincatc some 
of these abnormal ard the causal relictionships betwecr 
them. In reality there are only three main charactcrs, Florence 
Gresnain and Dora Lattimer whose conflict ariscs over Jay Paliacr. 
In addition conflicts between Florence end her ‘other Lycia end 
between Dore &nd her mother Plavia are uscd to show tic cevelcop- 
ment of the ccntral situation Flavia is 4 cipsoneni ac end somce 
what of a nymphomaniac thus onge ondering shame and disgust in Dora 
and @riving her into an intensc introversion. Lydia on the other 
hana is a strait-leccd fundswcntalist vhich so entagonizcs 
Plorcnee's personrlity that she turns to clmost conmlcte 
extroversion. 


Tic ma jor conflict originctcs @Guring school ccys when Dere fails 
Gecply ir love with Joy Palmcr, who is complutely innocent of any 
Similar emotion, ana becomes so intense when Florence fsnolly 
arrics Jay thet she withdraws compictcly into her og Jey is 
acciaentelly Ieillcd a short time efter his marricasgc but to Dora ho 
is still her maiden love and her hstred of Florence is “ineponsed. 
She later attempts a marrisse with Philip Norbcrg but her phanteasics 
of Jay make her so frigid thet the marriccge con never be consurmatec?e 
and shortly cnds in Civorec. She ister achicves somc suceccss as 
social workcr in ilcw York until incipicnt tubcreulosis forecs her 
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After Jay's death Plorence also goes East and efter travelling and 
living abroad for eight years, including one unsuccessful marriage 
and a dozen affairs, she returns to New York where her time is 
spent meeting the great and maintaining a salon for artists, writers. 
actors, liberals, etc., and where she engages in more liaisons anda 
another unsuccessful marriage. Durins all this time she manageca to 
accomplish nothing worthwhile. In the -ieantime Dora has eat last 
fallen in love with Larry Cooper, a youns, tubercular writer, but 
again Plorence arrives on the scene end simply tekes him for her 
own thus intensifying tie original conflict. The book ends with 
Florence killed in a mountain storm and Dora's situation still un- 
solved. 


There are several objectionable passages with rerarc to sex 
perticularly Jay's pscudo-rapne of Plorence together with incident- 
al casual profanity. In adcition there is ao sreat ceal of un- 
acceptable philosophy and an extremely bad scerics or cthical 
concepts. The psychology is mostly in line with modern knowledge 
but is not sufficicntly complete and ncither the problems consicerce. 
nor the method of treatment can compensate for the other short- 
comings. The book is not recormmendcc for any class of roaccre 
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Freceric Prokosch. The Skies of Durope. Harper Bros,, August °C, 
1941. S00 n. 12.50 


Tne lights of Europe have been blacked out for almost two yenrs and 
the darkness of that unhappy continent is now threatening to en- 
gulr the whole world. In The Skies of Europe Freceric Prokosch 
writes of the perioc when those lights were glimmering toward their 
finel extinction--from 1956--39. In general he seeks to cCiscover 
the reasons behind the development of conditions in present-day 
Europe through a study of different types of incivicuals in several 
countries. In this he is not too successful except in the 75th 
chapter where = debate in conscience sives a partial definition of 
the meanings of freedom anc totalitarianism. 


Philip, the central cheractcr, is a penniless Ancricar., 
through Lurope and earning a precarious living by freelwu:ce writing. 
Nuch of the story is buiit about his love for Saskia, 2 coolly 
voluptuous Ruthcnian, who typifics the esscncee of sci.suousress and 
for wnom Philip is willinj to sacrifice everything. The scene of 
the story is laid mainly in Paris, in liunich and in rural Austria 
with bricr intcrlvdes in Spain, Italy anc Southern France. In Paris 
Philip associates with artists and writers, in Ifunich with the 
residents of a boarding houso where he had livec as a child and in 
Austria vith pcasant farmers to whom he is relsted. All through 

the book he is brousht into contact with common, but not necessari- 
ly normal, people ana only once docs he cven approach an historical 
personage. 


In all Gurope Philip finds an wnknowm fear permeating the lives of 
everyone.; He finds decay, Cccgencration, decadence everywhere with 
no one having a cdcfinitce program lcacing toward ea goal of eny scrt. 
Throughout the book runs a theme of ignorence of thinss to conc 

and of the inability or history to tcach anything rcgardins their 
Shape. In Germany ho tinds a sort of vigor that is nationalizca as 
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a rcturn to naturc but cven that is hollow ond the »coplc are just 
as un-understanding as clscewherce. Stcfan, one of his German fricnds 
summarizes their attitude when he tclls Philip that his aim is to 
dcstroy what is disintegrating in the world to the end that some- 
thing new will be created. He does not however lmow what the new 
ercation will be. 


The Skics of Europc is one of tc most beautifully written books to 
appear this yoar. Long passascs are nure poctry in prosc form and 
the author has so facile a fecling for the meaning oi words that 

one is scarcely ever in doubt as to what he means to say cvcn when 
he says nothing. His descriptions of persons arc analytical 

marvels and thosc of placcs and cvents morc than crfrfcctive. partic- 
ularly ~vcll donc is the scction dealing with the flight from 
Barcclone to France in the Spanish civil war. Altogcthcr style and 
diction are exccllcnt and arc the outstancing fcaturcs of the book. 


There arc, howcver, scvcral objectionable features which militate 
against its recommendation. Of thesc the most obvious arc a scrics 
of too vividly delincated scxual cpisodcs andthe uttcr abscnco of 
any attcmpt to investigate the cxisting situation oticr than by 
natural causes. The book cannot be recormendcd forthe gencral 
readcr but may be read with some profit by more maturc ccdults. 


Jane Nicholson. Shelter. The Viking Press, 1941. 241 p. “2.50 


In this war novel with its sctting in London during the summer of 
1940, air raids and air-raid sheltcrs arc uscd to bring back a 
ccosciousncess of love to a wife and her husband and to pull then 
togethcr, while his sinful passion for another tends to convert 
itself towerds a fricndship shared by all tirce. 


Some ycars ago cultured [Louisc had marricd carthy Jos Mason, 
considcrcd beneath her, aftcor they had already cohebited for a year. 
(Even the best of Enzlish war novclists scem at pains to prove that 
no inglishman or woman was cvcr caught living up to the Ton Cormmand- 
monts!). But for a long while now they had lost the dcsirc to co- 
habit, and Jos, Louise knéw, had a mistress, onc Canma,(his second 
one in their imarricd life). 


Jos rcsigncd an exccutive post to serve with the dangcrous Auxiliary 
Fire Service. But he is quite annoyed that Louise has also given 

up her lucrative job to lool: for war service. Hic is still more 
perturbed when she says she is pregnant. As a mattcr of cxnpcdicncy 
and cxpcnse (not of possible rights or wrong) they discuss abortion. 
He ,jhowcever, docs leave it up to her and when shc, soicwhat because 

a2 good abortionist was unavailable, just socs on kccping hcr child- 
to-bc, Jos end Louisc start coming together again and his visits 

to Canma grow fcwcr,. 


The climax comcs when on the night Jos and Canna have the most 
important assignation in months e« particulerly bad air raic breaks 
loose and Jos finally stays all night with his wifc Louise. The 
next day in the gencrosity of victory Louise invites Camme and they 
both admit their love for the seme man. They arc very chummy--the 
cir reids sccm to be promotins dormant arfcctions and gcencrosities 
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all around. Louise does, however, say to Camma, "I've heard about 
people who've tried this threesome idca, but I've never lmown it 
to work out successfully. Of course, it might." Fortunately or 
unfortunately, it can't be tried any further--because Jos never 
returns alive from that day's fire duty. 


The language of this book is decent and restrained throughout. 
Considering the theme, there are no offensive passages or scenes. 
The ultimate or underlving impression of the book is good, too, 
namely that a husband should and will stay by the wife and that she 
should kccp her child. The secondary impression and unwholcsome- 
ness of the book lies in its false idcalism of broadmindcdness. 
St. Augustine tells wives that on no account must they tolerate 
adultcry in their husbands. This book makes it seom cultured and 
beautiful that Louise is so sympethetic and even coopcrative to- 
werds her husband's affair with Camma. Though this false idcalism 
is very bad it docs little harm to the reader of the novel. With’ 
regard to the war, too, this is not a cheaply propagandistic book, 
but a sober and fair account of the tcrror of air raids ance air 
raid sheltcr. 


While it is not.a book of more than.sccondary  cphcmcral 
literary valuc, it can be recoimendcd to any adult and it can be 
Given safely to anybody clsc. 
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CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB 


Cric Gill. Autodiography, Devin-Adair, 1941. 590 p. 12 plates. 
30250. (Catholic Boot: Club edition is the one reviewec.) 


This is an unconventional autobiography, an account os mental 
influences and mental Ccevelopment. Gill says, “I cannot write a 
record of doings and hannenings; for nothing particulcr has 
happened to me--except insice my head...The only kinc of auto- 
biography I can possibly write must be an auto-psychosrenhy, a 
record of mental experience." The reader who expects the type of 
anecdotal account, popular for cigesting, will be disappointed. 


This is the story of an indivicualist who tnougit that many aspects 
of modern civilization (such as machinery, money, city life, etc.) 
are evil because they work oageinst man's nature. In orcer to live 
in accord with hisideas, he flec the cities. Eric Gill had an 
original mind. His thoushts as expressed liere touch many of the 
evils of modern life anc. are provocative. Outstanding is his holy 
natred of money and all its by-products. Throughout t':e Auto- 
biography are passages such as, business men "are in a net of 
accountancy from which they cannot escape. he balance sheet is 
the final judge, ‘'dcdoublc-entry! has them in thrall. I know my 
words will seem those of a »nerson either ignorant or mad, but [ 
say with certainty that there cannot be any hope for the revival 
of either good life or good work until couble-entry book-keeping 
is abandoned by «211 the producing anc distributirp trades." 

(p. 146-7) And, “the loslem holy place, the most beautiful place I 
have ever seen and the fart:cst removed from the Bank of Ungland 
and all its devil worship." 


= 
— 


756 


He does not Hesitate to castigate his fellow-Christians. "The 

most conspicuous thing about Christians is their sectsrian dis- 
unity and their only unity is a merely secular one. For while we 
fight among ourselves about doctrine we are unitec in the common 
worship of money and material success".(p.268). "It is no use 
renouncing war unless we first of ali renounce riches. That is the 
awful job before us. A whole world crazy for niaterial riches and 
the Christians as crazy as anyone else--siving secret love to- 
Christ but in their lives contredicting themselves." (p. 270). 


We note in the America review of August 9th, p. 497, that the 
general trade cdition contains "some very objectionable passages on 
sex. These, totaling a little over a page, are deleted in the 
(Catholic) Book Club cdition." Yet even in the Catholic Boo!: Club 
edition (which we are usin; ) we reac on pase 206 in tie midst of 

a paracraph certain to bring centroversy: "The cconomic circun- 
stanccs of the middle classcs and the poor inhabitants of our slum 


_citics arc such as to the artificial prevention of conception 


seem alnost right and ccrtainly neccssary. It was all very well 

for marricd pcople in prcvious ncriods of history to conuletc 

frvely without thought for thc morrow, but thosc 'csood olc tines! 
i 

arc past.’ 


In gcneral, his romarks on sex are frantrcor than thosc of other 
Catholic writcrs for which hve is to be reccormcnded to adult rcadcurs. 
Youns, rceders may heave their cusircs entinalcd by some pessages 
such as the statement that “thc comparative continencc causcd 

by the approaching birth of ovr younzcst daushtcr" causcd hin to 
start "a stonc carving of a youns woimn.....I don't think it was a 
very zood carving and in spite of all I have seid, no one would 


gucss tic forvours which conditionce its malting. But there it was; 
it was a carving of a nalica young woman and if I hadn't very such 
wenteG a nalzcad young woman, I con't thirkI should cver havc done 
it. Lorc, how cxciting!l--anc not rmercly touching anc sceins but 
actually making her." (p. 162-5.) 

Because of his concecnscd stylc of writing in which his conclusions 
on war, v:achincry, ctc., ars sct forth without the vrcliriinary 
facts onc. obscrvations on Which thcy are bascec anc because of 
rapid shifts of subjects rcsulting in choppincss, this "auto- 
psychosraphy" will harcly prove popular with adolcsecnts or with 
adults accictcd to novels. ior the scrious reader it will be an 
intcllcctual religous adventure sincc Gill was orc of thc 
small band who have constructcé an iccai religion in tneir mines 
and then founc that the Catholic Church, which corrcsnona to 
idecl, was alrcady in cxistcnec. 


Addit:onsel revicws will be Younc in Cormmonweol, July 25, p.325, 
and Ausust 1, p.350; Ancrica, Auzust 9, p. 497. 


B¥inig All of Thcir Lives, p.71 
Gill. Autobiography, p.74 
Wicholson. oncitcr, p.75 


Prokosch. The Skics of Luronc, p.7e 
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